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United States Wholesale Commodity Price index Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price index— 1949 to Date 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
january 1952 and 19%! 








DUNS STATISTICAL REVIEW—MARCH 1952 





BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


january 1952 and 195! 


Building Permit Values and Index 


sige, besed 


© Ue a ADE ES ME 


DUN'S STATISTICAL REVIEW—MARCH 1952 











ae ee 


r10°O% 


£16°9 


6829 


yi8‘8I 


96% '9 az ‘9 400‘%% o1w‘9 


sis‘s 











GE 
96% 
O€} 
$1z 
8S2 
ae 
S9 
1€d 


061 
se 

rol 
ivi 
£469 
S61 


Ez 
912 
cel 
O€% 
v2 
Se 
£9 
oo 


20% 
Se 
eS 
60 


O01 av 


— OO 
= ~N 
DMA NY 


—O-w— ™ 
Nnwovodo dwMow=— ™ 
'N 


CN 
Hamre 
BwWww = ON 


NOBAOAON 


. 
omr 


aa) 


-AaMm 
“™ C) 
YAN=—-fr 
. 

_ oO O- 
< 


— Pe AO 


Nw? ¢ 
oO — 
rm 


u ir 
—- Oa 
Nw = 
Ww) 


oon” mOMwonm 


(N Vv 
¥ 


‘“ 


YO 


5 
, 
~ 
Wwe 
> 
9 
~ 
aa 
’ 


“A T—™ DAC 


NO — XR 


oe 


O-_— 


wv? 











INI “LIFMLSAVaA FF NOG Ad 


GaLINQ JHL NI SNOLLVYOdYOONI SSANIS IH 


MAN 


S By 10491 


***Bu;worm 
“UL SUODSIA 
(Gain 482m 
vo, Bujysem 
seo usGaya 
ee *,UOW IZA 
eecooeugar) 
errr sound] 


*passauual 
o7eg 44S 
Os@7) YENOSG 
e;s} apousy 
uenrnlAsuuad 
****yo6a40 

*ewoye,4O 

ebtee 


4°Q 444ON 
4@% Y44ON 
4410, MIN 
|x 2W *39N 
siar aan 


"@asesgan 


*eue,UOW 
tsNOssiw 
;ssrsciw 
,;Os au IW 
uebiyotw 
Nyr,es sew 
Ppue ;ALPW 
son i 


ve 


























DUN'S STATISTICAL REVIEW—MARCH 1952 
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TRADE 





ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





FEBRUARY SALES STEADY 


Consumer spending was iargely un 
changed during the first few weeks in 
February; total dollar volume contin 
ued somewhat below the level of a year 
apo, when the presence of scare buying 
swelled sales abnormally in many lines. 

The interest in durable goods was 
especially below the level of last year. 
Requests tor large appliances were 
negligible in many localities, while a 
very slight rise in automobile sales was 
attnbuted to the introduction of 1952 
models 

There was a moderate increase, unit 
wise, in some lines of apparel; aggre 
vate dollar sales were substantially un- 


( hanged, however, reflec ring intensified 
clearance sales and other price-reduc 
tion promotions. Food purchasing rose 
slizhtly in scattered areas. 

Total retail trade rose nearly 7 per 


cent in January 1952, according to 


the seasonally adjusted Duwn’s Review 


Regional Trade Barometer. The pre 


i:minary barometer tor January was 


932.1; while high for January, this was 
some per cent below the record 30H), 3 
index figure of a vear earlier. 

The seasonally adyusted total of Janu 


' 


arv'’s retail volume was estimated at 
$i1.6 bilhon: 


low 


this was tra tionally be 
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the hivh level in January 


The final 


igs! 
barometer tor December 
was noticeably the lowest tor the year, 
being more than 12 points below Sep 


All 


but three of the regional barometers 


tember, the next lowest month. 
were below the corresponding Novem 
ber figures. Monthly changes ranged 
from down 18 per cent in the Cleve 
land Region (8) to 
Flonda (21). 


December's 


up 2 per cent im 


final barometer was 
some 2 per cent below last year. Yearly 
changes ranged trom down g per cent 
1 Detroit (12) toupS per cent in New 
Orieans (23). The Texas region (24) 
had the highest December barometer, 


and New England (1) the lowest. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 
Change 
trom 
Lex 1950 


1 de 
igs! 


Nov 


195! 
REGION 
United States 335.1 ~~ 
245 _ 
261.7 — 

346 


335 


New England 

New York City 

Albany, Utica and Syracuse 
Buflalo and Rochester 
Northern New Jersey 
Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 


. Crncinnat: ard Columbus 


Indianapolis and Louisville 


. Chicago 


Detroit 


. Milwaukee 


Minneapolis and St. Paul 
lowa and Nebraska 

St. Lours 

Kansas City 

Maryland and Virgima 
North and South Carolina 
Atlanta and Birmingham 
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. Memphis 
. New Orleans 
. Texas 


2s. Denver 


2s 


29 


. Salt Lake City " oO 


Portland and Seattle 390.8 
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San Francisco 
Los Angcles 
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TRADE AGCTIivi'gt ys 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

December—Barometer down mildly; 
even with last year; 23°, below U. S. 

January—Department store sales in 
New England 11°, below 1951. Whole- 
sale trade compared with a year ago; New 
Haven, Manchester, and Bangor -+-5°,, 
Boston and Worcester —2°/, Hartford 
even, Providence and New Bedford 
—10°.. Virtually no expansion of textile 
industry; defense output stable. Collec- 
tions slightly down from last year. 


Region 2 

Decemper—Barometer down slightly 
from last month and a year earlier; more 
than 19°, below national! level. 

January—Department store sales in 
New York City down 17°, from a year 
ago. Total retail trade for New York 
down 7°, in comparison with 1951; re- 
tail trade for Bridgeport down 6° com- 
pared to a year ago. Wholesale trade 
compared with 1950: New York —1°%, 
Bridgeport —5°.. Collections even with 
last month and 1951. 


Region 3 

December—Barometer down 6° 
a month ago, up 1°4 from 1950. 

JaNvARY—Department store sales in 
Syracuse down 12°, from a year ago. 
Total retail trade compared with a year 
ago: Syracuse -+-6°,, Binghamton -+-5°%, 
Albany —5°.,. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Utica +-25°., Bingham- 
ton +-10°.., Syracuse +-9°/,, Albany —5°%. 
Collections steady with last month and up 
from a year earlier. 


from 


Kegion 4 

DicemBer—Barometer 1°, above a year 
ago, 9°. below last month, 2°, below U.S. 

Janvuary—Department store sales in 
Rochester down 10°., in Buffalo down 
7°... Retail trade down 7°, in Rochester 
and down 9°, in Buffalo. Wholesale trade 
compared with a year earlier: Buffalo 
+-1°°, Rochester —5°.. Collections some- 
what below 1951. Buffalo flour output 
3°. below 1951; steel at 104°”, of capacity. 


Region 5 
DrecemBber—Barometer down 5°/, 
slightly below similar 1950 period; down 
20° . incomparison to U.S. 
Janvuary—Department store sales for 
Newark 12°, below a year ago; total re- 
tail sales down 7°”. Wholesale trade 10° 
below the similar 1951 period. Collec- 
tions, as reported by merchants, moder- 
ately down from a year ago and unchanged 
from December. Mild drop in industrial 
output. 


DUN'S STATISTICAL REVIEW—MARCH 1952 





The Don's Review Regronal Trade Ba- 
rometers are dengned to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities m 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are avalable without charge. 

The segronal trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapsyreet offices. Depart 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended February 2, 1952. 











Region 6 

DecemBper—Barometer down 12°% 
from previous month and 5°, below a 
year ago; 12° below U. S. level. 

January—Philadelphia department 
store sales 9°, below a year ago. Whole- 
sale orders compared with a year ago; 
Trenton -+-2°., Lancaster — 32°, Harris- 
burg —3°., Philadelphia and Wilming- 
ton even, Scranton —5°4, Allentown 
—1°, Wilkes-Barre —10°., Reading 
—~ 18° Collections down from 1951. 
Steel: 100°, of capacity. 


Region 7 

Dicemper—Barometer down 17°%, 7° 
above year ago; slightly below U. S. 

Janvuary—Department store sales in 
Erie even, down 14°. in Pittsburgh. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: Wheeling and Erie —10°%, Pitts- 
burgh —6°%, Charleston +-3°%, Youngs- 
town +-6°%, Huntington —1°.. Collec 
tions unchanged from last year. Pitts 
burgh steel rate down to 99°, of capacity, 
Youngstown down to 102°, Wheeling 
down to 103°. 


, 


Region 8 

Decemper—Barometer noticeably be- 
low a year ago; down 4°, in month. 

JaNuARY—Department store sales in 
Cleveland down 7°, Toledo down 10°... 
Total retail sales down 3°. for Akron. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: Akron and Cleveland —5°,, Toledo 
—6°., Canton —8°°. Collections even 
with year ago. Steel rate for Cleveland 
up slightly to 100°”, of capacity. 


Region 9 

Decemper—Barometer down 2°, un- 
changed from 1950; 7°/, above U. S. 

Janvary—Department store sales for 
Columbus 4°/, above a year ago; for Cin- 
cinnati, down 9°... Total retail sales com- 
pared with last year: Cincinnati even, 
Dayton —7°/, Columbus +-10%. Whole- 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Cin- 
cinnati even, Dayton —5°/, Columbus 
+-1ro°%. 


Collections slightly below 1951. 


Region 10 

Decemser—Barometer down slightly 
for month; 3° above a year ago; 22°, 
above barometer figure for U. S. 

January—Department store sales in 
Indianapolis 4°%, below a year ago, Louis- 
ville sales also down 4°/,. Wholesale trade 
from levels of a year earlier: Indianapo- 
lis —2°., Fort Wayne +-9°%, Evansville 
--5§°, Louisville —10°4. Collections re- 
ported steady with previous year, and with 
prior month. 


Region 11 

Decemper—Barometer slightly down 
from year ago, 8°, down from last month. 

January—Department store sales in 
Chicago 10°, above a year ago. Whole 
sale trade compared with last year: Rock- 
ford even, Chicago —5°%, Peoria +2°., 
Springfield -+-5°. Collections mildly up 
from last year. Steel output for Chicago 
down to 101°, of capacity; building per 
mits sharply below year-ago level. 


Region 12 
DecemBer—Barometer down some 
what, 9°, below last year; 1°, above U. S. 
Janvuary—Department store sales in 
Detroit 15°/, below year-ago level. Total 
retail sales for Grand Rapids down 8°, 
for Saginaw up 2°.. Wholesale trade 
compared with 1951: Saginaw even, De 
trot — 18°, Grand Rapids —10°. Col 
lections slightly below year ago. De 
troit steel rate 106°, of capacity. Auto 
mobile output 36°), below last year. Pro 

duction layoffs continuing. 


Region 13 

Decemper—Barometer down 12°”, from 
last month and slightly below year earlier; 
6°. above U. S. level. 

Janvary—Department store sales in 
Milwaukee 7°. down from similar 1951 
period. Total retail sales as against a year 
ago: Milwaukee — 8°, Green Bay — 3°, 
Madison even. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year earlier: Green Bay +-2°/, Mil- 
waukee —4°., Madison —2°%. Collec. 
tions very slightly below 1951 figure. 


Region 14 

DecemBper—Barometer unchanged 
from last year, 6°, below a month ago. 

Janvary—Regional department store 
sales 16°, below a year ago. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: La Crosse 
—6°., Butte + 3 ., Fargo and St. Paul 
-~ 3°, Minneapol.s — 2°, Duluth — 10° 
Sioux Falls +-4°.. Collections reported to 
be somewhat below that of a year ago. 
Flour production about 8°/, below last 
year. 











TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

Decemser—Barometer up 1%, 1°, be- 
low a year ago; 7°/, above U. S. 

January—Department store sales for 
State of Nebraska 8°/, below last year. 
Wholesale trade compared with levels of 

a year ago: Des Moines —8°/,, Dubuque 
—14°, Cedar Rapids —5%> Sioux City 
and Omehe —15°,, Waterloo — 2°/,, Dav- 
enport +-10°. Collections about even 
with similar 1951 period. Scattered corn 
surpluses. 


Region 16 

Decemper—Barometer 6°/, below last 
month and 2°% below a year ago; 6%, 
down from national barometer. 

January—Department store sales for 
St. Louis 2°. below a year ago; total re 
tail sales 11°/, below. Wholesale trade for 
St. Louis 10°, down from last year’s level. 
Collections even with last year. Defense 
production expanding slowly. 


Region 17 
Decemper—Barometer up 1° from a 
year ago, down 8°, from last month. 
Janvaxy—Department store sales for 
Topeka +-4°,, Wichita —5°4,, Kansas City 
— 7%, Wholesale trade compared with a 
year ago: Wichita 12°, Topeka —6%, 
Oklahoma City +-20°%, St. Joseph —20°%, 
Tulsa —5°4, Kansas City +-5°%. Collec- 
tions estimated at nearly unchanged from 
last year. Production of flour for Wichita— 
Salina 6°. below last year. 


Region 18 

Decemper—Barometer down 15° 
last month; up 5 
above U. S. 

JaNuaky—Baltimore department store 
sales down 5°, from a year ago, those for 
Washington down 4°%,. Total retail sales 
up 10°, in Norfolk, down 5°% in Rich- 
mond. Wholesale trade compared with 
last year: Norfolk 10°,, Washington 
—8°., Baltimore —2°4, Bristol +-2°/, 
Richmond —6°., Roanoke —9°%. Col- 
lections somewhat slower. Defense orders 
slightly increased. 


‘ from 
. from a year ago; 5° 


Region 19 
DrcemBer—Barometer down 10°, 2°, 
below a year ago; 9°%, above U. S. 
jANUARY— Total retail sales as com- 
pared with similar 1951 period: Charles- 


ton —1° , Greensville —3°4, Charlotte 
—3°%, Asheville —10°%, Raleigh —5°, 
Winston-Salem +-1°%. Wholesale trade 
compared with last year: Charleston —1°%, 
Winston- Salem +4°,, Greensville even, 
Raleigh — 3°/, Charlotte at ae Asheville 
—10° , Greensboro —1% 


12 


Region 20 

Decemper—Barometer 10°, below last 
month, 1°, below a year ago, 28°, above 
U. S. 

Janvary—Department store sales com- 
pared with a year ago: Augusta -+21° 
Nashville +13°4, Birmingham —2° 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
Birmingham —23°%, August +-10%, 
Savannah +8% Macon -+-5°., Chatta- 
nooga — 3°, Nashville —10°%%, Mont- 
gomery -+-4°/,, Atlanta +5%/o- ‘. Collections 
slower. Steel rate 105°%, of capacity. 


Region 21 

DrcemMBE x—Barometer a%, 
November and 4° 
above U. S. level. 

Janvany—Department store trade 
down 9° from a year ago in ‘Miami. 
Total retail trade for Tampa 5°4, below 
last year, 3°, above in Jacksonville, g°%, 
below in Miami. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with last year’s levels: Tampa 
—12°/, Jacksonville +-2°/, Miami +-5°%. 
Collections virtually even. 


up from 
( above last year; 41° 


Region 22 
Decemsen—Barometer slightly below 
last month, 2°4 down from a year ago; 

above U. S. barometer by 15° 
JANU any—Department store sales in 
Memphis 1°4 below comparable 1951 
period, Little Rock department store sales 
4°, up. , Lotal retail sales for Memphis 
a 5°, for Little Rock up 3°. Mem- 
phis wholesale trade 2°/ , below a year ago, 

Little Rock up 5° 


Region 23 

Decemper—Barometer down 3° 
erately above a year ago; 33° 
tional level. 

JANU any—Department store sales in 
New Orleans 4% , above a year ago. Total 
retail sales 3°, down i in New Orleans, 5°/ 
down in Jackson. Wholesale trade for 
New Orleans 1°, below last year, 5°, be- 
low a year ago for Jackson. Merchants 
report collections down generally. Manu- 
facturing steady. 


‘»mod- 
A / above na- 


Region 24 

Decemsper—Barometer steady, up 1°/ 
for year; 49°/, above U. S. level. 

January—Department store sales for 
the region were 2°/ below a year earlier. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: San Antonio —8°, Fort Worth 
—20°/,, Houston +5°%, El Paso —5°/, 
Dallas —5°%, Austin —2°/, Shreveport 
even, Wichita Falls +10°,, Waco —10°/. 
Collections about even. Drought causing 
some crop damage. 


Region 25 
Decemper—Barometer up slightly, 1° 
above similar 1951 month; 15°, above na- 

tional level. 

January—Denver department store 
sales 15°%, below last year; total retail trade 
for Denver down 5°%, also 5° , below for 
Albuquerque. Wholesale trade 2°% above 
last year in Denver and 5% ’ below a year 
ago in Albuquerque. Majority of dealers 
and wholesalers report collections below 
1951 level. 


Region 26 

Decemper—Barometer slightly below 
level of last month, 1°, down from year 
ago; 17°, above U. S. barometer. 

January—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 14° , below figure of a year ago; 
total retail sales 8°/, below corresponding 
1951 period. Wholesale trade for Salt 
Lake City 21°, below last year. Collec- 
tions somewhat below last year’s figure. 


Region 27 

December—Barometer down 4°, 1 
below last year; 21°% above U. S. 

Janvuary—Portland department store 
sales down 16°, 10°, below last year in 
Seattle. Total retail trade for Tacoma 
23°”, below last year. Wholesale trade 
compared with a year ago: Tacoma 
—18°., Spokane —7°%, Seattle —2°, 
Portland +6°%. Collections down. Flour 
output down 5°, in Portland and up 1° 
in Tacoma. Increase in wheat crop. 


°o 


Region 28 

DecemBer—Barometer 6°, below, 1°/ 
down from a year ago; 8°/, above U. S. 

January—Department store sales in 
San Francisco currently unavailable; down 
14° in Oakland. Total retail sales for 
Sacramento up 5°% from last year, 6°, 
above in Fresno. Wholesale trade 5°/ 
down in Fresno and 15°4, down in San 
Francisco compared to a year ago. Col- 
lections reported somewhat below last 
year. Defense output increasing slightly 
despite shortages. 


Region 29 

Decemper—Barometer down slightly, 
5°, below a year ago; 5°, above national 
barometer. 

Janvary—Department store sales for 
Los Angeles 18°, below similar 1951 
period, 9%, / down in San Diego. Total 
retail sales compared with last year by 
these were -* Los — +6°, San 
Diego +5°/,, Phoenix +-5°,. Wholesale 
Trade compared with a year ugo: Los An- 
geles —21%, San Diego +4°%, Phoenix 
-+-5°/. Collections unchanged. 
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